
  
 

BALKAN BUSINESS FORUM 
5th Edition 

11–13 June 2026 
Regnum Bansko Hotel & Thermal Pools, Bansko 

PROGRAMME 
 

11 June 2026 (Thursday) 

17:00 Registration, Check-in and Welcome Cocktail Reception 

Guests will be welcomed in an elegant and informal atmosphere, designed to 

celebrate the spirit, culture, and business potential of the Balkan region. 

 Evening Highlights 

• Official Opening Ceremony and Networking Cocktail Reception 

• Exclusive Art Exhibition by renowned Bulgarian artist Radina Rosenova 

• Welcome Addresses by: 

o Burhan Nemutlu – Chairman of the Bulgarian-Turkish Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry 

o Presentation of the exhibition by Radina Rosenova 

19:30 Gala Dinner 

 Welcome Address by Ufuk Yöztürk – Owner of Regnum Hotels 

Welcome Address by Türkan Türker – Chairwoman of the Bulgarian-

Turkish Women’s Business Club 

“Stories of Investment Success: Investment and Industrial Growth in 

Bulgaria” 

Moderator and Key Speaker: Krasimir Yakimov – Deputy Minister of 

Economy, Investments and Industry 

Participating Companies: 

• Alcomet – Fikret Indze 

• Smart Solar – Halil Demirdag 

• Sark Bulgaria – Sevgyur Arslanpai 

• Sarten – Zeki Saribeqir 

• GPS Bulgaria – Nikolay Kichev 

• Cambro – Kerem Ozbek 

12 June 2026 (Friday) 

09:00-09:30 Registration 



  
09:30-10:15 Official Opening and Welcome Addresses 

 

 

09:30-10:30 

 

• Burhan Nemutlu – Chairman of the Board of the Bulgarian-Turkish 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BTTIC) 

• Victor Gugushev – Chairman of the Board of the Bulgarian-

Romanian Chamber of Commerce (BRCC) and Honorary Consul of 

Romania in Bulgaria 

• Fikret Indze – Chairman of the Turkish-Bulgarian Business Council 

at DEIK 

• Stoicho Banenski – Mayor of Bansko Municipality 

• Nikolay Shushkov – Director of the Customs Agency 

• H.E. Mehmet Sait Uyanık – Ambassador of Türkiye to Bulgaria 

• Sezai Uçarmak – Deputy Minister of Trade of the Republic of Türkiye 

• Alexander Pulev – Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy, 

Investments and Industry 

10:15-11:00 
First Discussion Panel: 
“Technology and Artificial Intelligence as a Driver of Economic 
Growth and Competitiveness”“ 

 

 

Moderator: Dr. Boyko Takov – Executive Director of Executive Agency for 
Promotion of Small and Medium Enterprises (EASME) 
Participants: 
• Krum Hadzhigeorgiev – Member of the Board of Directors of Bulgarian 
Association of Software Companies (BASCOM) 
• Alim Küçükpehlivan – Chair of the Export Committee at TOBB Software and 
CEO of Basarsoft 
• Milena Stoycheva – Chair of the Board of Directors of Junior Achievement 
Bulgaria 

11:15-12:00 
Second Discussion Panel: 
“Transport, Logistics and Industrial Ecosystems” 

 

 

 

 

Moderator: Milena Ramcheva – Executive Director of Metrica 
Participants: 
• Angel Tanev – Executive Director of the National Company “Industrial 
Zones” 
• Petar Benov – State Expert, Directorate “National Transport Policy” 
• Mehmet Uylukchu – CEO of TOBB-UND and Secretary General of BSEC-
URTA (Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation – Union of Road 
Transport Associations) 
• Angel Ivanov – Acting Executive Director of the Bulgarian Investment 
Agency 
• Ivelina Ilieva – Senior Leasing Manager, CTP 

12:15-13:00 
Third Discussion Panel: 
“Opportunities for Balkan Cooperation” 



  

 
Moderator: Emrah Sazak – Executive Director of the Bulgarian-Turkish 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Participants: 
Representatives of bilateral chambers of commerce from the Balkans 
Iliyana Ilieva – Executive Director of the Bulgarian-Romanian 
Chamber of Commerce 
Miloje Tripković – Vice President of Stena Business Club 
Ervis Taljuri – Executive Director of the Bulgarian-Albanian Business 
Chamber 
Osman Güler – Chairman of KırcaliSIAD 

 
 

Throughout 
the Day 

Networking Garden for Business Meetings 

A specially organized outdoor business and innovation garden will provide 

dynamic opportunities for cooperation and business development, including: 

• Corporate exhibition booths and branded networking zones 

• B2B matchmaking meetings 

• Presentation of startups and innovations 

• Informal meetings between investors and industry representatives 

19:30 
Balkan Evening – Dobrinishte 

(Participation upon prior registration) 

An authentic Balkan cultural evening featuring regional cuisine, 

music, and informal networking in the traditional atmosphere of 

Dobrinishte. 

13 June 2026 (Saturday) 

9:00 – 15:00 
Experience, Culture and Informal Networking 

Organized regional programme 

(Participation upon prior registration) 

Guests will enjoy a specially curated selection of cultural and natural 

experiences in the beautiful region around Bansko, creating opportunities 

for relaxed conversations, relationship-building, and continued networking 

in an informal setting. 

Registration link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWNz3H57leBQR5zLXzAA8bdK_i0_Ky
qkWqQi-z7uRLZW9xdg/viewform  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWNz3H57leBQR5zLXzAA8bdK_i0_KyqkWqQi-z7uRLZW9xdg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWNz3H57leBQR5zLXzAA8bdK_i0_KyqkWqQi-z7uRLZW9xdg/viewform

